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THE SURF COAST IN THE 21st CENTURY

THE Surf Coast Shire in the second decade of the 21st century
would have achieved the delicate balance of maintaining its
unique environment and developing its economy through an
increase in tourism and suitable industry. Central to the Surf
Coast 2020 Vision— A Preferred Futurereport is the role of

by John Rygiel

KNOWN throughout
the world for its rug-
ged beauty, the Great
Ocean Road around
Anglesea and Aireys
Inlet/Fairhaven is in
fact one of the most
ecologically sensitive
areas on earth — and
by 2020 great pains
will have been taken
to keep it that way.

Nowhere in the Surf
Coast Shire has the coun-
cil’s long-term policy of a
balance between develop-
ment and the preser-
vation of the environment
been more strictly en-
forced than in the Angair
region.

While Torquay and
Lorne have undergone
sweeping changes as the
Surf Coast has become a
major tourist destination,
Anglesea’s charm in the
second decade of the 21st
century lies in its rela-
tively unchanged charac-
ter.

The town, like others in
the shire, has designated
tourist precincts to allow
permanent residents the
least amount of incon-
venience from tourist ac-
tivity.

With the placing of a
green belt around the
town, future housing, by
necessity, has become
more high density with
existing land being put to
greater use for residential
development.

The Anglesea of the fu-
ture has become a pre-
ferred retirement area
and an emphasis has been
placed on keeping elderly
people in their homes for

Sport and nature 50 golf tenms, bush walking,

horse riding and other outdoor activities will be

very much part of the Anglesea lifestyle in the
next century.

as long as possible by
providing a wide range of
support services.

There will also be more
facilities provided for the
increased number of
younger residents such as
a youth centre and indoor
and outdoor sporting fa-
cilities.

Development in the
town has focused on eco-

tourism, arts and well-
being activities.

Tourism is based on
outdoor activities such as
bush walking, horse rid-
ing, beach sports, camp-
ing and games such as
tennis, croquet and
bocce.

The Anglesea Plaza
fronting the town’s shop-
ping complex built in the

region’s unique Surf
Coast Design has become
the town’s hub.

The pedestrian square,
with its tree shaded seat-
ing areas and outdoor
cafes, is connected to the
striking Tourist Infor-
mation/Environmental
Education Centre on the
opposite side of the high-
way by an overpass.

A Dboardwalk con-
structed under the coun-
cil’s Stepping Lightly
project, now runs from the
centre to the river.

The arts are centred on
the Anglesea Art House in
the hills above the town
where visiting artists-in-
residence from all over the
world come to live and
work.

According to the Surf
Coast 2020 report, by the
next century Anglesea will
be famous for its botan-
ical gardens of heathland
flora and its annual
Angair Wildflower ' Festi-
val.

The shire’s growing
wellbeing industry, which
encompasses activities
such as tai chi, yoga,
meditation and massage,
is headquartered in
Anglesea with the old
community health centre
now the “Wellness Cen-
tre” with an indoor pool,
hot sea baths and saunas
encompassed by a peace-
ful, sheltered park area.

While development in
Anglesea has been under
tight control for more
than two decades, in 2020
in what is now known as
Aireys Haven, new con-
struction has been
virtually negligible.

According to the report,
by then extensive indigen-
ous revegetation

its towns. The report envisages each town retain and
enhance its unique character by developing as far as possible
within its present boundaries with green belts or buffer zones
between. The Echothis week looks at the Anglesea and
Aireys Inlet area.

The Anglesea of 2020

programs around homes
will have mostly hidden
them from the Great
Ocean Road.

Apart from a couple of
clusters of hostel/cabin
types of accommodation,
there has been no new
building to house tourists.

Instead, local residents
have been given rate in-
centives to offer bed and
breakfast accommo-
dation or make holiday
homes available for short
term rentals or for artists
who prefer not to stay at
the Anglesea Art House.

The only concession
this fragile area has made
to the enormous influx of
tourists to the Surf Coast
is the development of a
tourist precinct at the
lighthouse and the Pain-
kalac Creek estuary.

A new shopping centre
has been built for visitors
and features -cafes,
galleries and gift/craft
shops.

The old shopping area
consists of small shops in
a paved plaza and is used
mainly by locals.

Boardwalks to protect
the environment have
been built around the
creek and start at the eco-
tourism centre.

Visitors can go for walks
through Angahook Forest
and other park areas or
use the hides strategically
placed in the valley to
study the bird life.

Despite its low key ap-
proach to tourism, Aireys
Haven comes alive a
couple of times each year
with the region’s Spring
Wildflower Festival and as
the starting point of the
annual Lighthouse to
Lighthouse from Split
Point to Queenscliff.
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development.

Set your children
up for life.

arents, give your children the gift

of believing in themselves.

Thousands of children across
Australia attend our widely acclaimed
programme, designed to develop
ongoing confidence, self-esteem and
communication skills

Primary classes
Children find our classes highly
motivating and parents everywhere
are delighted with the results!

Youth theatre

Our stimulating Theatre Arts
programme provides teenagers with a
unique opportunity for personal

Classes now enrolling at:
Newcomb, Norlane, Highton, Drysdale, Lara & Ocean Grove

Phone Pnnapal James Phiddian
on (052) 584400

Helen 0'Grady
CHILDREN'S DRAMA
ACADEMY

"Development thiough drama!l”
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Check out our unbeatable low prices on
e Side drapes and valances ® Toppers
® Lace ® Drapes ® Pelmets ® Holland

blinds © Pleated blinds ® Awnings

CALL US TODAY TO SHOP AT HOME

INSTYLER

BELEUIENEDES

Formerly trading as agents for Vista Blinds
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S CHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
10 THE (FEELONG
COLLEGE

\_ § A t the College helping students
2 strive for individual

achievement and self-fulfilment is a
way of life. The Geelong College offers one of
Australia’s finest co-educational learning
experiences. Here is an opportunity to enjoy this
experience by applying for one of
the following Scholarships:

— ACADEMIC —

Available for students entering

Years 7,9 and 11 in 1997.
Examinations will be held on Saturday
11th May, 1996.

MUSIC

Available for students entering
Years 7and 9 in 1997. Selection
is made on the basis of a
successful audition and interview.
Students must have completed 3rd
Grade AMEB to qualify for an audition for Year
7 and 5th Grade AMEB for Year 9. Auditions
will be held during Term 3.

—— APPLICATIONS ——

Application forms and further information for
both Academic and Music scholarships are
available by phoning the Admissions Manager on
(052) 26 3111 or fax on (052) 21 1918.

Applications
close on Friday
8th March 1996.

THE GEELONG COLLEGE

NEWTOWN 3220 TEL: (052) 26 3111 FAX: (052) 22 4046




